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Dear Ms. Adaniya: 

This report presents the findings of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) completed by Rincon 
Consultants, Inc. for the Harrison Tower property located at 1621 Harrison Street in Oakland, California. 
The Phase I ESA was performed in accordance with our proposal dated April 4, 2019 and contract dated 
April 11, 2019. 

The accompanying report presents our findings and provides an opinion regarding the presence of 
recognized environmental conditions. Our work program for this project, as referenced in our contract, 
is intended to meet the guidelines outlined in the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), 
Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process 
(ASTM Standard E-1527-13). Our scope of services, pursuant to ASTM practice, did not include any 
inquiries with respect to asbestos, lead-based paint, lead in drinking water, wetlands, regulatory 
compliance, cultural and historic resources, industrial hygiene, health and safety, ecological resources, 
endangered species, vapor intrusion or other indoor air quality, mold, or high-voltage power lines. 

Thank you for selecting Rincon for this project. If you have any questions, or if we can be of any future 
assistance, please contact us. 

Sincerely,  
Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

 
Savanna Vrevich Ed Morelan, PG, CEG 
Environmental Scientist Principal/Senior Engineering Geologist 
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Executive Summary
This report presents the findings of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the property 
identified as Harrison Tower Rehabilitation Project located at 1621 Harrison Street in Oakland, 
California (Figure 1, Vicinity Map). The Phase I ESA was performed for Oakland Affordable Housing 
Preservation Initiative, Inc. by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon). Oakland Affordable Housing 
Preservation Initiative, Inc. has requested this assessment and will use the information for the 
purposes of rehabilitating the subject property. The subject property is currently used for 
commercial office space and residential apartments. 

The subject property is located in an area that is primarily composed of high-density residential and 
commercial land uses. Properties in the vicinity of the subject property include mixed-use buildings, 
private offices, multi-family residences, parking lots, and buildings under construction. 

Rincon performed a reconnaissance of the subject property on May 7, 2019 and June 19, 2019. The 
purpose of the reconnaissance was to observe existing conditions and to obtain information 
indicating the presence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the subject 
property. The use, storage or disposal of hazardous materials on the subject property, other than 
small quantities of paint and cleaning products for building maintenance, was not observed during 
the site reconnaissance. During the site reconnaissance, one cable-operated elevator was observed 
onsite. According to the client, the other elevator on the subject property is hydraulic. The hydraulic 
equipment was observed during the June 19, 2019 site reconnaissance. No indications of a release 
were observed in the vicinity of the hydraulic equipment, and the concrete floor in the elevator 
equipment room appeared to be in good condition; no cracks were observed. 

According to the client, a sump pump for storm water discharge is located onsite; the sump pump 
draws in water from storm drains, surface runoff, and garage floor drains on the subject property. 
During the June 19, 2019 site reconnaissance, the sump pump was observed in the pump room on 
the garage-floor level of the subject property. The concrete floor of the pump room appeared to be 
in good condition; no cracks were observed. In addition, staining was observed from an unidentified 
liquid flowing into a drain in the concrete floor of the trash compactor room, which appeared to be 
in good condition; no cracks were observed. 

A regulatory database search was conducted for sites that generate, store, treat or dispose of 
hazardous materials or sites for which a release or incident has occurred. The search was conducted 
for the subject property and included data from surrounding sites within a specified radius of the 
property. The subject property was listed on two databases searched by GeoSearch; however, the 
listings are not indicative of a hazardous materials release. Three adjacent properties, three 
hydrologically upgradient properties, and one hydrologically crossgradient property within one-
eighth mile of the subject property were listed on databases searched by GeoSearch. Details 
regarding these listings are discussed in the Additional Environmental Record Sources section. With 
the exception of one adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station, these properties are not 
expected to have adversely impacted the subject property. 

According to the historical resources reviewed, the subject property was occupied by an automotive 
polishing building, an automotive laundry (car wash) building, and a parking lot from at least 1951 
through approximately 1969. The subject property has been occupied by the current multi-story 
apartment building from at least 1970 to present day. 
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In addition, the historical resources reviewed indicate that the eastern adjacent properties across 
Harrison Street were developed with multiple stores and parking from approximately 1951 through 
1957; as parking, multiple stores, and a car rental garage from approximately 1959 through 1965; 
and as parking, multiple stores, and an automotive repair shop from approximately 1967 through 
1969. 

The historical resources reviewed also indicate that the northern adjacent property was occupied by 
a gasoline service station from at least 1951 through approximately 1972. According to GeoSearch 
and case documents available through the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) 
GeoTracker database, the contaminated groundwater plume associated with the former Chevron 
site is located approximately 90 feet to the north of the subject property and flows away from the 
subject property. However, based on the proximity of the former underground storage tanks (USTs) 
at the former Chevron site to the subject property (approximately five to 15 feet away) and because 
petroleum hydrocarbon-impacted soil at the former Chevron site was previously excavated to 
depths up to 14 feet below ground surface (bgs) in the former UST area up to the subject property 
boundary, there is the potential for residual impacted soil to be present at the subject property and 
for impacted soil vapor to be migrating beneath the subject property. 

Based on the findings of this Phase I ESA, it is our opinion that there is one Recognized 
Environmental Condition and two potential Recognized Environmental Conditions in connection 
with the subject property as follows. 

Recognized Environmental Condition
1. Adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station and associated release 

Potential Recognized Environmental Conditions
1. Former onsite automotive polishing building and an automotive laundry (car wash) building 

from at least approximately 1895 through 1969 
2. Eastern adjacent historical transmission/automotive service facilities (1600 Harrison Street) 

Although the adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station is considered a Recognized 
Environmental Condition and the former onsite and adjacent automotive service facilities are 
considered potential Recognized Environmental Conditions, according to the client, the 
underground parking garage is reported to span the entire footprint of the onsite building. Because 
the parking garage is not planned for rehabilitation as part of the current project, its existing 
ventilation system appears to be a sufficient engineering control with respect to the potential 
subject property impacts associated with vapor intrusion. Therefore, no additional assessment is 
recommended at this time. 

Although not considered a Recognized Environmental Condition, based on the age of the onsite 
structure (constructed in 1970), asbestos-containing materials (ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) 
may be present on the subject property. Therefore, Rincon recommends conducting an asbestos-
containing building materials and lead-based paint survey at the subject property. 
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Introduction
This report presents the findings of a Phase I ESA conducted for the property identified as Harrison 
Tower located at 1621 Harrison Street in Oakland, California (Figure 1, Vicinity Map). The Phase I 
ESA was performed by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) for Oakland Affordable Housing 
Preservation Initiative, Inc. (Client) in general conformance with ASTM E 1527-13, our proposal 
dated April 4, 2019, and our contract dated April 11, 2019. The following sections present our 
findings and provide our opinion as to the presence of recognized environmental conditions on the 
subject property.  

Purpose
Oakland Affordable Housing Preservation Initiative, Inc. has requested this assessment and will use 
the information for the purposes of rehabilitating the subject property. The purpose of this Phase I 
ESA was to determine if there are recognized environmental conditions on the subject property, 
taking into account commonly and reasonably ascertainable information and to qualify for 
Landowner Liability Protections under the Brownfields Amendments to the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

A recognized environmental condition (REC) is defined pursuant to ASTM E 1527-13 as,  

“the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or 
at a property: 1) due to any release to the environment; 2) under conditions indicative of a 
release to the environment; 3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release 
to the environment”. 

A Controlled REC is defined pursuant to ASTM E 1527-13 as, 

“a recognized environmental condition resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or 
petroleum products that has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory 
authority (for example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, 
or meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous substances 
or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the implementation of required 
controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and use limitations, institutional 
controls, or engineering controls). A condition considered by the environmental professional to 
be a controlled recognized environmental condition shall be listed in the findings section of the 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment report, and as a recognized environmental condition in 
the conclusions section of the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment report”. 

A Historical REC is defined pursuant to ASTM E 1527-13 as, 

“a past release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in 
connection with the property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable 
regulatory authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by regulatory authority, 
without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, use restrictions, activity 
and use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls). Before calling the past 
release a historical recognized environmental condition, the environmental professional must 
determine whether the past release is a recognized environmental condition at the time the 



Harrison Tower Rehabilitation Project, 1621 Harrison Street, Oakland, California
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment

Rincon Consultants, Inc.
4

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is conducted (for example, if there has been a change in 
the regulatory criteria). If the EP [Environmental Professional] considers the past release to be a 
recognized environmental condition at the time the Phase I ESA is conducted, the condition 
shall be included in the conclusions section of the report as a recognized environmental 
condition”. 

A de minimis condition is defined pursuant to ASTM E 1527-13 as, 

“a condition that generally does not present a threat to human health or the environment and 
that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of 
appropriate governmental agencies. Conditions determined to be de minimis conditions are not 
recognized environmental conditions nor controlled recognized environmental conditions”. 

Scope of Services
The scope of services conducted during this study is outlined below: 

Performed a reconnaissance of the subject property to identify obvious indicators of the 
existence of hazardous materials. 
Observed adjacent or nearby properties from public thoroughfares in an attempt to see if such 
properties are likely to use, store, generate, or dispose of hazardous materials. 
Obtained and reviewed an environmental records database search to obtain information about 
the potential for hazardous materials to exist at the subject property or at properties located in 
the vicinity of the subject property. 
Reviewed files for the subject property and immediately adjacent properties as identified in the 
database report, as applicable. 
Reviewed the current United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map to obtain 
information about the subject property and regional topography and uses of the subject 
property and surrounding sites. 
Reviewed additional pertinent record sources (e.g., California Division of Oil, Gas, and 
Geothermal Resources records, online databases of hazardous substance release sites), as 
necessary, to identify the presence of RECs at the subject property. 
Reviewed reasonably ascertainable historical resources (e.g., aerial photographs, topographic 
maps, fire insurance maps, city directories) to assess the historical land use of the subject 
property and adjacent properties. 
Provided a user interview questionnaire to a representative of the client, the user of the Phase I 
ESA. 
Provided a property owner interview questionnaire to the property owner or a designated 
subject property representative identified to Rincon by the client. 
Conducted interviews with other property representatives (e.g., key site manager, occupants), 
as applicable. 
Reviewed available client-provided information (e.g., previous environmental reports, title 
documentation). 
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Significant Assumptions, Limitations, Deviations, 
Exceptions, Special Terms, and Conditions
This work is intended to adhere to good commercial, customary, and generally accepted 
environmental investigation practices for similar investigations conducted at this time and in this 
geographic area. No guarantee or warranties, expressed or implied, are provided. The findings and 
opinions conveyed in this report are based on findings derived from a site reconnaissance, review of 
an environmental database report, specified regulatory records and historical sources, and 
comments made by interviewees. This report is not intended as a comprehensive site 
characterization and should not be construed as such. Standard data sources relied upon during the 
completion of Phase I ESAs may vary with regard to accuracy and completeness. Although Rincon 
believes the data sources are reasonably reliable, Rincon cannot and does not guarantee the 
authenticity or reliability of the data sources it has used. Additionally, pursuant to our contract, the 
data sources reviewed included only those that are practically reviewable without the need for 
extraordinary research. 

Rincon has not found evidence that hazardous materials or petroleum products exist at the subject 
property at levels likely to warrant mitigation. Rincon does not under any circumstances warrant or 
guarantee that not finding evidence of hazardous materials or petroleum products means that 
hazardous materials or petroleum products do not exist on the subject property. Additional 
research, including surface or subsurface sampling and analysis, can reduce Client’s risks, but no 
techniques commonly employed can eliminate these risks altogether. 

In addition, pursuant to ASTM E 1527-13 practice, our scope of services did not include any inquiries 
with respect to asbestos-containing building materials, biological agents, cultural and historic 
resources, ecological resources, endangered species, health and safety, indoor air quality unrelated 
to release of hazardous substances or petroleum products into the environment, industrial hygiene, 
lead-based paint, lead in drinking water, mold, radon, regulatory compliance, wetlands, or high-
voltage power lines. 

User Reliance
Oakland Affordable Housing Preservation Initiative, Inc. has requested this assessment and will use 
the information for the purposes of rehabilitating the subject property. This Phase I ESA was 
prepared for use solely and exclusively by Oakland Affordable Housing Preservation Initiative, Inc. 
No other use or disclosure is intended or authorized by Rincon. Also, this report is issued with the 
understanding that it is to be used only in its entirety. It is intended for use only by the client, and 
no other person or entity may rely upon the report without the express written consent of Rincon. 

Site Description

Location
The subject property is an approximately 0.5-acre parcel located south of 17th Street, west of 
Harrison Street, north of 15th Street, and east of Webster Street in Oakland, California (Figure 2, Site 
Map). The property is identified as Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 8-625-23 and -24 and is 
associated with the street addresses of 1619 and 1621 Harrison Street. 
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Subject Property and Vicinity General Characteristics
The subject property is currently occupied by a residential apartment complex.  

The subject property is located in an area that generally consists of high-density residential and 
commercial land uses. Properties in the vicinity of the subject property include mixed-use buildings, 
private offices, multi-family residences, parking lots, and buildings under construction. The current 
adjacent land uses are described in Table 1 and depicted on Figure 3, Adjacent Land Use Map. 

Table 1 Current Uses of Adjacent Properties
Area Use 
Northern Properties Harrison Street Senior Housing 
Eastern Properties Harrison Street, followed by various businesses and a parking lot 
Southern Properties Office Building 
Western Properties Union Hall, various businesses and a parking lot 

Descriptions of Structures, Roads, Other Improvements on the Subject
Property
During the site reconnaissance, a 13-story building with a courtyard and a one-story underground 
parking garage were observed on the subject property. The first two floors of the building are 
currently occupied by commercial office space, with areas under construction (renovations). The 
third through 13th floors of the building are currently occupied by senior affordable housing units.

The subject property is unfenced. Access to the subject property is available from Harrison Street. 

The following utility providers service the subject property: 
Electrical Service – Pacific Gas & Electric 
Natural Gas Service – Pacific Gas & Electric 
Water Service – East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD) 
Sewer Service – EBMUD 
Solid Waste Service – Private company 
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User-Provided Information
As described in ASTM E 1527-13 Section 6, Oakland Affordable Housing Preservation Initiative, Inc. 
was interviewed for actual knowledge pertaining to the subject property to help identify recognized 
environmental conditions. Emma Tang, Resident Manager with Eugene Burger Management 
Corporation, completed the User Questionnaire as provided by ASTM Appendix X3 on May 20, 2019. 
A copy of the completed questionnaire is included as Appendix A. 

Based on our review of the completed questionnaire, Ms. Tang indicated the following: 

The Phase I ESA is being performed for refinancing and rehabilitation of the subject property. 

Based on our review of the completed questionnaire, Ms. Tang did not review the following sources 
of information and is unaware of information regarding the following: 

Recorded land title records (or judicial records, where appropriate) that identify any 
environmental liens filed or recorded against the subject property 
Recorded land title records (or judicial records, where appropriate) that identify any activity and 
land use limitations (AULs), such as engineering controls, land use restrictions or institutional 
controls that are in place at the property and/or have been filed or recorded against the subject 
property under federal, tribal, state or local law 
Title Report that identifies information pertaining to environmental cleanup liens or AULs for 
the subject property 

Based on our review of the completed questionnaire, Ms. Tang is unaware of information regarding 
the following: 

Specialized knowledge or experience related to the subject property or nearby properties 
Commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information about the subject property that 
would help the environmental professional to identify conditions indicative of releases or 
threatened releases 
Obvious indicators that point to the presence or likely presence of releases at the subject 
property 
Pending, threatened, or past litigation relevant to hazardous substances or petroleum products, 
in, on, or from the subject property 
Pending, threatened, or past administrative proceedings relevant to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products in, on, or from the subject property 
Notice from any government entity regarding any possible violation of environmental laws or 
possible liability relating to hazardous substances or petroleum products 

The following document regarding the subject property was provided by Oakland Affordable 
Housing Preservation Initiative, Inc.: 

Preliminary Title Report, 1619-1621 Harrison Street, Oakland, California prepared by Old 
Republic Title Company and dated May 6, 2019 – A review of this report indicates that the title 
to the estate is vested in The Housing Authority of the City of Oakland. 
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Records Review

Physical Setting Sources

Topography
The current United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map for the Oakland West 
Quadrangle (2012) indicates that the subject property is situated at an elevation of about 33 feet 
above mean sea level with topography sloping down to the northeast. The adjacent topography 
consists of relatively flat land to the north, south, and west, and Lake Merritt with hills and valleys to 
the east.  

Geology and Hydrogeology
According to the California Geologic Survey (CGS) Note 36, California Geomorphic Provinces1, the 
subject property is located in the Coast Ranges Geomorphic Province. The Coast Range was initially 
formed by uplifts that occurred during the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods of geologic time (greater 
than 65 million years ago). The Coast Ranges consists of northwest-trending mountain ranges (2,000 
to 4,000, occasionally 6,000 feet elevation above sea level), and valleys with many faults. The ranges 
and valleys trend northwest, subparallel to the San Andreas Fault. The Coast Ranges are composed 
of thick Mesozoic and Cenozoic sedimentary strata (CGS, 2002). 

Site Geology
According to the current USGS Geologic Map of the Oakland West Quadrangle (1957), the subject 
property is underlain by Merritt Sand, which is described as beach or near-shore deposits of slightly 
clayey, silty sand. 

Regional Groundwater Occurrence and Quality
The subject property is located within the Santa Clara Valley groundwater basin and East Bay Plain 
sub-basin (California Department of Water Resources [DWR], 2002). 

During the preparation of this Phase I ESA, we reviewed the California State Water Resources 
Control Board’s (SWRCB’s) online GeoTracker database to determine groundwater flow direction in 
the vicinity of the subject property. According to the Conceptual Site Model and Low-Threat Closure 
Request, Chevron Service Station 9-0020, 1633 Harrison Street, Oakland, California prepared by 
Conestoga-Rovers and Associates, and dated March 28, 2014, groundwater was reported to be 
between 16 and 22 feet below ground surface (bgs) with a gradient toward the northeast. The 
former Chevron gasoline service station is located adjacent to the north of the subject property. 

Standard Environmental Record Sources
GeoSearch was contracted to provide a database search of public lists of sites that generate, store, 
treat or dispose of hazardous materials or sites for which a release or incident has occurred. The 

1 https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Documents/Publications/Note_36.pdf  
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GeoSearch search was conducted for the subject property and included data from surrounding sites 
within specified radii of the property. A copy of the GeoSearch report, which specifies the ASTM 
search distance for each public list, is included as Appendix B. As shown on the attached EDR report, 
federal, state and county lists were reviewed as part of the research effort. Please refer to Appendix 
B for a complete listing of sites reported by GeoSearch and a description of the databases reviewed. 

The Map Findings Summary, included in the GeoSearch report, provides a summary of the 
databases searched, the number of reported facilities within the search radii, and whether the 
facility is located onsite or adjacent to the subject property. The following information is based on 
our review of the Map Findings Summary and the information contained in the GeoSearch report. 

Subject Property
The subject property was listed on the following databases: 

Facility Registry System (FRSCA) at 1619 Harrison Street 
Hazardous Waste Tanner Summary (HWTS) at 1619 Harrison Street 

Offsite Properties
Offsite properties listed by GeoSearch fall under two general categories of databases: those 
reporting unauthorized releases of hazardous substances (e.g., Leaking Underground Storage Tank 
[LUST], National Priority List [a.k.a. Superfund sites], and corrective action facilities), and databases 
of businesses permitted to use hazardous materials or generate hazardous wastes, for which an 
unauthorized release has not been reported to a regulatory agency. 

Rincon reviewed the GeoSearch Radius Map and select detailed listings to evaluate their potential 
to impact the subject property, based on the following factors: 

Reported distance of the facility from the subject property 
The nature of the database on which the facility is listed, and/or whether the facility was listed 
on a database reporting unauthorized releases of hazardous materials, petroleum products, or 
hazardous wastes 
Reported case type (e.g., soil only, failed underground storage tank [UST] test only) 
Reported substance released (e.g., chlorinated solvents, gasoline, metals) 
Reported regulatory agency status (e.g., case closed, “no further action”) 
Location of the facility with respect to the reported groundwater flow direction (discussed in the 
Geology and Hydrogeology section of this report) 

Facilities/properties that were interpreted by Rincon to be of potential environmental concern to 
the subject property, based on one or more of the factors listed above, are summarized in Table 2. 
In accordance with ASTM, contamination migration pathways in soil, groundwater, and soil vapor 
were considered in our analysis of offsite properties of potential environmental concern. 
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Table 2 GeoSearch Listing Summary of Select Sites Within One-Eighth Mile of the 
Subject Property

Site Name 
GeoSearch 
Site ID Site Address 

Distance from 
Subject Property  Database Reference 

Subject Property- 1621 Harrison Street 
Verizon Wireless 
Oakland 
Downtown/Upland 
Housing 
Authority/Oakland 
Housing Authority 

1 1619 Harrison 
Street 

Subject Property FRSCA, HWTS 

Adjacent Properties 
Chevron #9-
0020/Cristian Church 
Homes 

1 1633 Harrison 
Street 

Adjacent – North-
Northeast 

ACCS, 
CLEANUPSITES, 
LUST, ECHOR09, 
FRSCA, 
HISTCORTESE, 
HWTS, RCRAGR09 

California Affordable 
Housing Initiative 

1 1540 Webster 
Street 

Adjacent – 
Southwest 

HWTS 

Monitoring 
Station/Howden 
Building Investors 

2 337 West 17th 
Street 

Adjacent – 
Northwest 

FRSCA, HWTS 

Upgradient Release Sites 
YWCA of Oakland 9 1515 Webster 

Street 
Approximately 
250 Feet – 
Southwest 

ACCS, 
CLEANUPSITES, 
LUST, HISTCORTESE 

Pacific Bell 23 1519 Franklin 
Street 

Approximately 
620 Feet – West 

ACCS, 
CLEANUPSITES, 
LUST, HISTCORTESE, 
HISTUST, 
RCRAGR09, SWEEPS 

Pacific Bell 24 1587 Franklin 
Street 

Approximately 
600 Feet – West-
Northwest 

ACCS, 
CLEANUPSITES, 
LUST, HISTCORTESE, 
ACUST, AST2007, 
HISTUST, 
RCRAGR09, SWEEPS, 
USTCUPA 

Crossgradient Release Sites  
1700 Webster LLC 6 330 17th Street 120 Feet – North CLEANUPSITES 

*Bold listings indicate a release database 
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Regulatory agency information reviewed for the listings in the table above are summarized in the 
Additional Environmental Record Sources section of this report. 

Orphan Listings
GeoSearch reported two orphan or unmapped site listings, which GeoSearch is unable to plot due to 
insufficient address information. Based on Rincon’s review of the limited address information or site 
descriptions for the orphan listings, neither of the listings are expected to impact the subject 
property. 

Additional Environmental Record Sources

Review of Agency Files
As a follow-up to the database search, Rincon reviewed regulatory information for facilities within 
the specified search radii that were interpreted to have the potential to impact the subject 
property, based on one or more factors previously discussed (e.g., distance, open case status, 
upgradient location, soil vapor migration). 

The following is a summary of our review of regulatory information obtained from review of online 
sources (e.g., SWRCB GeoTracker database, Department of Toxic Substances Control [DTSC] 
EnviroStor database) and/or files requested from the applicable regulatory agency, as described 
below. Copies of selected documents reviewed are included in Appendix D.  

Subject Property
The subject property was listed in two databases searched by GeoSearch as follows:  

Verizon Wireless Oakland Downtown – 1619 Harrison Street: This site is listed on the Facility 
Registry System (FRSCA) database. According to the GeoSearch report, the facility owns a 
radiotelephone communication tower. This listing is not indicative of a hazardous materials 
release and is therefore not expected to be adversely impacting the subject property. 

Upland Housing Authority/Oakland Housing Authority – 1619 Harrison Street: This site is listed 
on the Hazardous Waste Tanner Summary (HWTS) database. According to the GeoSearch 
report, the facility disposed of various quantities of asbestos-containing waste and solids or 
sludges with halogenated organic compounds in 1993 and recycled 0.7 tons of material 
containing polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in 1996. This listing is not indicative of a hazardous 
materials release and is therefore not expected to have adversely impacted the subject 
property. 

Adjacent Properties
Three adjacent properties were listed in databases searched by GeoSearch as follows:  

Chevron #9-0020 – 1633 Harrison Street: This property is located adjacent to the north-
northeast of the subject property and is listed on the Alameda County Contaminated Sites 
(ACCS), Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRAGR09), FRSCA, Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank (LUST), GeoTracker Cleanup Sites (CLEANUPSITES), and HWTS databases. The 
HWTS listing indicates that the property disposed of 462 tons of contaminated soil from site 
clean-up, 0.25 tons of other organic solids, and 0.63 tons of waste oil and mixed oil in 2011. The 
ACCS listing displays case actions pertaining to contaminated sites that are reported to Alameda 
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County. The RCRAGR09 listing indicates that the property is small-quantity generator of 
hazardous waste with no violations reported. The FRSCA listing indicates that the property was 
classified as a gasoline station. 

According to the GeoSearch report and the SWRCB’s GeoTracker database, the property was 
used as a gasoline service station with underground storage tanks (USTs) until the facility was 
demolished in 1972. Two gasoline USTs and one waste oil UST were removed at that time. Soil, 
soil vapor, and groundwater sampling and monitoring were conducted at the former Chevron 
site from 1988 through 2014, and the case was closed on January 27, 2015. In 1992, 
approximately 150 cubic yards of hydrocarbon-impacted soil was excavated to depths up to 14 
feet bgs in the area of the former USTs up to the subject property’s northern boundary. In 2007, 
soil vapor samples were collected at the former Chevron site and hydrocarbons were detected 
in soil vapor throughout the site, with the highest concentrations near the vicinity of the former 
waste oil UST (located approximately 20 feet to the north of the northern subject property 
boundary). In 2008, 922 cubic yards of hydrocarbon-impacted soil were excavated from the 
northeastern and southwestern portions of the former Chevron site, and new soil vapor probes 
were installed; all detections were below the reported environmental screening levels (ESLs). 
After groundwater samples were determined to contain non-detectable concentrations of 
petroleum hydrocarbon constituents in the groundwater monitoring wells closest to the subject 
property (MW-1, MW-2, and MW-4), these and other former groundwater monitoring wells 
were destroyed in 1998, and additional downgradient wells were installed in 2010. In 2011, soil 
was over-excavated from the former UST area (to depths up to 14 feet bgs and approximately 8 
feet north of the subject property) as part of a redevelopment project. The most recent 
groundwater monitoring report (dated May 2, 2014) indicates that the general trend of 
hydrocarbons in groundwater has decreased. However, the concentrations of gasoline-range 
TPH (TPHg) ranged from 610 micrograms per liter (μg/L) to 25,000 μg/L; these wells are located 
approximately 105 feet to 185 feet northeast of the subject property. 

According to Conceptual Site Model and Low-Threat Closure Request, Chevron Service Station 
90020, 1633 Harrison Street, Oakland, California prepared by Conestoga-Rovers & Associates, 
dated March 28, 2014, and available on GeoTracker, Figure 2 depicts former USTs located 
approximately five feet to the north of the northern subject property boundary and the former 
used oil UST located approximately 15 feet to the east of the northwestern portion of the 
subject property. In addition, Figure 2 depicts a former dispenser island located approximately 
20 feet to the north of the northern subject property boundary. As shown in Figure 2 of the 
report, six areas of the former Chevron site were excavated between 1992 and 2011 to depths 
ranging from three feet bgs to 25 feet bgs. 

According to UST Case Closure Summary Form, Chevron #9-0020, 1633 Harrison Street, Oakland, 
California dated January 7, 2015 and available on GeoTracker, TPHg and benzene groundwater 
plumes extended to approximately 70 feet to the north of the subject property as of 2013, with 
groundwater flow direction toward the northeast (away from the subject property). 

Based on the proximity of the former USTs at the former Chevron site to the subject property 
(approximately five to 15 feet away) and because petroleum hydrocarbon-impacted soil at the 
former Chevron site was excavated to depths up to 14 feet bgs in the former UST area up to the 
subject property boundary, there is the potential for residual impacted soil and soil vapor from 
the adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station to be present beneath the subject 
property. 



Harrison Tower Rehabilitation Project, 1621 Harrison Street, Oakland, California
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment

Rincon Consultants, Inc.
13

California Affordable Housing Initiative – 1540 Webster Street: This property is located 
adjacent to the southwest of the subject property and is listed on the HWTS database. The 
HWTS listings indicate that the property disposed of 0.50 tons of other empty containers, 2.05 
tons of waste oil and mixed oil, 3.33 tons of unspecified oil-containing waste, and 0.19 tons of 
other organic solids in 2015. This listing is not indicative of a hazardous materials release; 
therefore, this property is not expected to have adversely impacted the subject property. 

Monitoring Station/Howden Building Investors – 337 West 17th Street: This property is located 
adjacent to the northwest of the subject property and is listed on the FRSCA and HWTS 
databases. The FRSCA listing indicates that the property owns an aerometric information 
retrieval system or air quality system. The HWTS listing indicates that the property disposed of 
3.45 tons of asbestos-containing waste in 2016. These listings are not indicative of a hazardous 
materials release; therefore, this property is not expected to have adversely impacted the 
subject property. 

Upgradient Release Sites 
Based on information provided in the GeoSearch database report, three properties were identified 
as release sites located hydrologically upgradient to the subject property as follows: 

YWCA of Oakland – 1515 Webster Street: This property is located approximately 250 feet to 
the southwest of the subject property and is listed on the ACCS, CLEANUPSITES, LUST, and 
Historical Cortese List (HISTCORTESE) databases. The HISTCORTESE listing is administrative and 
does not include any case information. The ACCS listing indicates that the case pertaining to a 
release of diesel to groundwater was opened in 1996 and has a closed status. The 
CLEANUPSITES and LUST listings indicate that a release of diesel to groundwater occurred in 
1996 and the case has a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of March 24, 1997. 

Case closure documents were unavailable through GeoTracker. However, according to Case 
Closure Summary, Leaking Underground Fuel Storage Tank Program, YWCA of Oakland, 1515 
Webster Street, Oakland, California dated December 31, 1996 available through the Alameda 
County Department of Environmental Health (ACDEH) online Local Oversight Program (LOP) 
Document Search portal, one 1,500-gallon heating oil tank was removed from the property in 
June 1996. Diesel-range total petroleum hydrocarbon (TPHd) was detected in tank pit soil 
samples collected during tank removal operations (in 1996) at concentrations ranging from 1.0 
parts per million (ppm) to 8,800 ppm. TPHd, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene were detected 
in groundwater grab samples collected in July 1996 at concentrations ranging from 0.76 parts 
per billion (ppb) to 1,600 ppb. Although no remediation was performed and petroleum 
hydrocarbons remain in soil and groundwater at this property, based on the distance of the 
former UST to the subject property (approximately 300 feet), the YWCA site is not expected to 
have impacted the subject property. 

Pacific Bell – 1519 Franklin Street: This property is located approximately 620 feet to the west 
of the subject property and is listed on the ACCS, CLEANUPSITES, LUST, HISTCORTESE, Historical 
Underground Storage Tanks (HISTUST), RCRAGR09, and Statewide Environmental Evaluation 
and Planning System (SWEEPS) databases. The HISTCORTESE listing is administrative and does 
not include any case information. The HISTUST and SWEEPS listings indicate that one 1,000-
gallon diesel UST was present at the Pacific Bell site from 1964 to 1990. The RCRAGR09 listing 
indicates that the property is small-quantity generator of hazardous waste with no violations 
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reported. The ACCS, CLEANUPSITES, and LUST listings indicate that a release of diesel to soil 
occurred in 1994 and the case has a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of October 7, 1998. 

Case closure documents were unavailable through GeoTracker; however, according to Case 
Closure Summary, Leaking Underground Fuel Storage Tank Program, Pacific Bell, 1519 Franklin 
Street, Oakland, California dated May 11, 1998 and available through the ACDEH online LOP 
Document Search portal, one 2,000-gallon fuel oil/diesel UST and one 1,000-gallon diesel UST 
were removed from the Pacific Bell site in 1994. After soil over-excavation was performed in the 
area of the former USTs, TPHd remained in soil at a concentration of 8,900 ppm and 
ethylbenzene, xylenes, and oil & grease remained in soil at concentrations of 1.1, 1.2, and 17 
ppm, respectively. After groundwater extraction was performed, groundwater samples 
collected in 1997 exhibited TPHd, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, and oil and grease 
at concentrations ranging from 0.92 ppb (toluene) to 8,800 ppb (TPHd). Although petroleum 
hydrocarbons remain in soil and groundwater at this property, based on the distance of the 
former USTs to the subject property (approximately 625 feet), the Pacific Bell site is not 
expected to have impacted the subject property. 

Pacific Bell – 1587 Franklin Street: This property is located approximately 600 feet to the west-
northwest of the subject property and is listed on the ACCS, CLEANUPSITES, LUST, HISTCORTESE, 
Alameda County Underground Storage Tanks (ACUST), Aboveground Storage Tanks Prior to 
January 2008 (AST2007), HISTUST, RCRAGR09, SWEEPS, and Underground Storage Tanks 
(USTCUPA) databases. The HISTCORTESE listing is administrative and does not include any case 
information. The ACUST listing indicates that five USTs were present at the site. The AST2007 
listing indicates that one 5,400-gallon AST was present at the site. The RCRAGR09 listing 
indicates that the property is small-quantity generator of hazardous waste with no violations 
reported. The HIST UST and SWEEPS listings indicate that at least one 8,000-gallon diesel UST, 
one 7,500-gallon diesel UST, and one 5,500-gallon diesel UST were present at the site. The 
USTCUPA listing indicates that the property is associated with a permitted UST. The ACCS, 
CLEANUPSITES, and LUST listings indicate that a release of diesel to soil occurred in 1992 and 
the case has a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of November 23, 1994. 

Case closure documents were unavailable through GeoTracker; however, according to Case 
Closure Summary, Leaking Underground Fuel Storage Tank Program, Pacific Bell, 1879 Franklin 
Street, Oakland, California dated October 31, 1994 and available through the ACDEH online LOP 
Document Search portal, one 8,000-gallon diesel UST was removed from the site in 1991 and 
one 8,000-gallon, two 7,500-gallon, and one 7,000-gallon diesel USTs were removed from the 
site in 1992. The report indicates that “all contaminated sands were removed and disposed 
offsite” and “the release was into the secondary containment.” Based on the distance to the 
subject property (approximately 600 feet) and soil-only nature of the release (into and not 
outside of the secondary containment), the Pacific Bell site is not expected to have impacted the 
subject property. 

Crossgradient Release Sites
Based on information provided in the GeoSearch database report, one property was identified as a 
release site located hydrologically crossgradient to the subject property as follows. 

1700 Webster LLC – 330 17th Street: This property is located approximately 120 feet to the 
north of the subject property and is listed on the CLEANUPSITES database. The listing indicates 
that a release of soil and groundwater is associated with potential contaminants of concern of 
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tetrachloroethylene (PCE), trichloroethylene (TCE), arsenic, chromium, copper, lead, nickel, zinc, 
other metals, gasoline, diesel, benzene, ethylbenzene, toluene, xylene, and naphthalene. 
According to GeoTracker, the case has a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of January 30, 
2019. The Case Closure Summary report available through GeoTracker indicates that over 5,000 
tons of soil were excavated from the site and disposed offsite at a landfill in 2017 during site 
redevelopment. As indicted in the Case Closure Summary, groundwater data from 2015 to 2016 
“detected gasoline- and diesel-range organics from onsite operations and volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from unknown, offsite sources were found at concentrations exceeding the 
San Francisco Bay RWQCB ESLs.” After cleanup, TPHg and TPHd remained in soil at 
concentrations of 2.3 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) and 11 mg/kg, respectively. TPHg, TPHd, 
benzene, ethylbenzene, naphthalene, toluene, xylenes, PCE, and TCE remained in groundwater 
at concentrations ranging from 1.08 μg/L to 45,400 μg/L. Although petroleum hydrocarbons 
remain in groundwater at this nearby site, based on the direction of groundwater flow at the 
site (to the north, away from the subject property), the Webster site is not expected to be 
adversely impacting the subject property. 

Review of State of California Division of Oil, Gas, and 
Geothermal Resources Records
A review of the Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR) Online Mapping System2 indicates that no oil wells are located on the subject property or 
adjacent properties, or within one-quarter mile of the subject property. 

Review of National Pipeline Mapping System Records
A review of the National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) online Public Map Viewer3 indicates that 
no gas transmission pipelines or hazardous liquid pipelines are located on the subject property or 
adjacent properties. 

Known or Suspect Contaminated Release Sites with 
Potential Vapor Migration
The GeoSearch report was reviewed to identify nearby known or suspect contaminated sites that 
have the potential for contaminated vapor originating from the nearby site to be migrating beneath 
the subject property. Based on the ASTM E 2600-15, Standard Guide for Vapor Encroachment 
Screening on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions, the following minimum search distances 
were initially used to determine if contaminated soil vapors from a nearby known or suspect 
contaminated site have the potential to be migrating beneath the subject property: 

1/10 mile (528 feet) for petroleum hydrocarbons 
1/3 mile (1,760 feet) for other contaminants of concern (COCs) 

2 https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/wellfinder/
3 https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/PublicViewer/  
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If upgradient known or suspect contaminated sites are located within the above referenced 
distances from the subject property, online resources are reviewed to determine the extent of the 
contaminated plume at those sites. The following describes search distances for contaminated 
plumes of petroleum hydrocarbons (30 feet from the subject property) and other COCs (100 feet 
from the subject property). Per ASTM E 2600-15, vapors associated with impacted soil or 
groundwater present within these distances have the potential to migrate beneath the subject 
property. 

Petroleum Hydrocarbons
Based on our review of the GeoSearch report, one adjacent known release site has petroleum 
hydrocarbon-impacted soil and soil vapor plumes located within 30 feet of the subject property. The 
northern adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station is associated with a release of petroleum 
hydrocarbons to soil, soil vapor, and groundwater. The groundwater plume is located approximately 
90 feet to the north of the subject property and flows away from the subject property. However, 
based on the proximity of the former USTs at the former Chevron gasoline station to the subject 
property (approximately five to 15 feet away) and because petroleum hydrocarbon-impacted soil at 
the former Chevron site was previously excavated to depths up to 14 feet bgs in the former UST 
area, up to the subject property boundary, there is the potential for soil vapor from the adjacent 
former Chevron gasoline station to be migrating beneath the subject property. 

Other COCs
Based on our review of the GeoSearch report, there are no onsite or adjacent known or suspect 
sites contaminated with COCs other than petroleum hydrocarbons. The 1700 Webster LLC site, 
located hydrologically crossgradient and approximately 120 feet to the north of the subject 
property, is associated with TPHg and TPHd remaining in soil and TPHg, TPHd, benzene, 
ethylbenzene, naphthalene, toluene, xylenes, PCE, and TCE remaining in groundwater after site 
cleanup. Although petroleum hydrocarbons remain in groundwater at this nearby site, based on the 
direction of groundwater flow at the site (to the north, away from the subject property), the 
Webster site is not expected to be adversely impacting the subject property. 

Historical Use Information on the Property and the 
Adjoining Properties
The historical records review completed for this Phase I ESA includes aerial photographs, 
topographic maps, fire insurance maps, and city directories as detailed in the following sections. 
Copies of the historical resources reviewed are included in Appendix C. Table 3 provides a summary 
of the historical use information available for the subject property. 

Review of Aerial Photographs
Aerial photographs from GeoSearch’s aerial photograph collection were obtained and reviewed. In 
addition, a current aerial from Google Earth was reviewed. 

Review of Historical Topographic Maps
Historical topographic maps from GeoSearch’s map collection were obtained and reviewed. 
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Review of City Directory Listings
GeoSearch was contracted to provide copies of city directory listings for the subject property. 

Review of Fire Insurance Maps
GeoSearch was contracted to provide copies of fire insurance maps (i.e. Sanborns) for the subject 
property. 

Review of City and County Building Permit Records
Building permit records for the subject property were searched on the City of Oakland Public Works 
Department, Division of Building and Safety online portal4, and on the online Alameda County 
Permit Portal5. Records were not available for the subject property through the online portals. 

Other Historical Sources
Based on the historical information obtained, no additional historical sources were reviewed. 

Summary of Historical Uses

Subject Property
Based on our review of the documents listed above and summarized in Table 3 below, it appears 
that the subject property was developed with two (former) residential buildings from at least 1889 
through approximately 1912 and developed with a parking lot from approximately 1939 to 1946. 
The subject property was occupied by an automotive polishing building, an automotive laundry (car 
wash) building, and a parking lot from at least 1951 through approximately 1969. The subject 
property has been occupied by the current multi-story apartment building from at least 1970 to 
present day. According to a representative of the client, the building was built by the Oakland 
Housing Authority in 1970. 

City directories available for the subject property indicate the following: 

1619 Harrison Street: Housing Authority Administration (1976); Allen Hattie (1981-1987); 
Martinez Alice (1981); Building (1987-1991); Housing Authority [Cmplnt] (1987-2006); Building 
(2001-2006); Oakland Housing Authority (2001); Oakland City Housing Leased (2006); Housing 
Authority (2011-2016) 
1621 Harrison Street: Minit-Man Auto Laundry (1951-1956, 1966), Stotle Inc. (1972), 
Apartments (1976-2006), Multi-tenant residential (2011-2016) 

Table 3 Historical Use of the Subject Property
Year Use Source 
Subject Property – 1619 and 1621 Harrison Street 
1889 Two dwellings are depicted on the subject property. Sanborn Map (SM) 
1895 The subject property is depicted as at least two structures, Topographic Map (TM) 

4 https://aca.accela.com/OAKLAND/Cap/CapHome.aspx?module=Building&TabName=Home

5 http://permit.acgov.org/BuildingPermitsResidential.aspx 
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Year Use Source 
with a paved road along the eastern and western property 
boundaries. 

1899 Similar to the 1895 TM. TM 
1903 Two dwellings, three sheds, and one stable are depicted on 

the subject property. 
SM 

1912 Two dwellings, two sheds, and one outhouse are depicted on 
the subject property. 

SM 

1915 Similar to the 1899 TM. TM 
1939 At least one (former) structure is depicted on the subject 

property. 
Aerial Photograph (AP) 

1946 The subject property appears to be developed with at least 
two (former) structures. 

AP 

1949 Similar to the 1915 TM. TM 
1951 An automotive polishing building and an automotive laundry 

(car wash) building are depicted on the subject property with 
surrounding parking. 

SM 

1951-
1956 

1621 Harrison Street: Minit-Man Auto Laundry City Directory (CD) 

1952 Similar to the 1951 SM. SM 
1953 The existing automotive laundry (car wash) building has a 

structure extending north and is possibly under construction. 
SM 

1957 Similar to the 1953 SM. SM 
1958 Similar to the 1949 AP. AP 
1959 Similar to the 1949 TM. TM 
1959 Similar to the 1953 SM. SM 
1960 Similar to the 1959 SM. SM 
1966 1621 Harrison Street: Minit-Man Auto Laundry CD 
1968 Similar to the 1959 AP. AP 
1968 Similar to the 1959 TM. TM 
1969 The automotive laundry (car wash) building has been 

demolished; the automotive polishing building and parking 
lot remain on the subject property. 

SM 

1970 According to Ms. Adaniya, the building was built by the 
Oakland Housing Authority in 1970. 

Deni Adaniya, Senior 
Development Program 
Manager of the Oakland 
Housing Authority 

1972 1621 Harrison Street: Stotle Inc. CD 
1973 Similar to the 1968 TM. TM 
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Year Use Source 
1974 The subject property appears to be developed with the 

existing structure and generally resembles its current 
configuration. 

AP 

1976-
2006 

1619 Harrison Street: Housing Authority Administration; Allen 
Hattie; Martinez Alice; Building; Oakland Housing Authority; 
Oakland City Housing Leased 
1621 Harrison Street: Apartments 

CD 

1980 Similar to the 1974 AP. AP 
1980 Similar to the 1973 TM. TM 
1982 Similar to the 1980 AP. AP 
1988 Similar to the 1988 AP. AP 
1993 Similar to the 1988 AP. AP 
1993 Similar to the 1980 TM. TM 
2005 Similar to the 1993 AP. AP 
2009 Similar to the 2005 AP. AP 
2010 Similar to the 2009 AP. AP 
2012 No individual structures or features are depicted. TM 
2012 Similar to the 2010 AP. AP 
2011-
2016 

1619 Harrison Street: Housing Authority 
1621 Harrison Street: Multi-Tenant Residential 

CD 

2012 Similar to the 1993 TM. TM 
2014 Similar to the 2012 AP. AP 
2016 Similar to the 2014 AP. AP 

*Bold listings indicate commercial/industrial uses with the potential to impact the subject property 

Northern Adjacent Property (1633 Harrison Street)
Based on our review of the documents listed above, it appears that the northern adjacent property 
was occupied by a gasoline service station from at least 1951 through approximately 1972. By 1974, 
the northern adjacent gasoline station appears to have been demolished and consists of a cleared 
lot. From approximately 1980 through 2010, the northern adjacent property appears to be used as a 
parking lot and from approximately 2012 through the present day, the northern adjacent property is 
occupied by a multi-story (residential) building. Fire insurance (Sanborn) maps indicate that the 
northern adjacent property was occupied by a gas and oil station with a grease tank from 1951 
through 1969. 

City directories provided by GeoSearch for the northern adjacent property (1633 Harrison Street) 
indicate the following: 

Seventeenth St Ints (1946-1961) 
Croop Wait Standard [Dealer] (1946) 
McKendrick Russ Chevron (1951) 
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Russ’s Chevron Service Station (1956) 
Bob’s Chevron (1961) 
Bob Hutchinson Chevron/Hutchinsons B Chevron (1972) 
17th Ints (2001) 
Multi-tenant residential (2016) 

Eastern Adjacent Properties (1600-1610 [even] Harrison Street)
Based on our review of the documents listed above, it appears that the eastern adjacent properties 
across Harrison Street were developed with at least one structure in 1895; a structure and a parking 
lot from at least 1939 through approximately 1946; and one structure, one L-shaped structure, and 
a parking lot from approximately 1958 through present day. Fire insurance maps indicate that the 
eastern adjacent properties were developed with two residential structures from approximately 
1889 through 1912 and developed with multiple stores and parking from approximately 1951 
through 1957; as parking, multiple stores, and a car rental garage from approximately 1959 through 
1965; and as parking, multiple stores, and an automotive repair shop from approximately 1967 
through 1969. 

City directories provided by GeoSearch for the eastern adjacent properties indicate the following: 

1600 Harrison Street: Raymond Garage Sacca & Cortezzo (1939); Wilton’s Home of Maple 
(1946-1951); Continental Auto, Inc (1961); Bonded Transmission (1966); Blue Seal Towing 
(1972); Blue Seal Transmission (1972-1987); Montgomery Lee (2001); Access Inc (2001); 
Geomatrix Consultants (2006-2011); Textile Opportunities (2001-2016); Amec Engineering 
(2016) 
1610 Harrison Street: Various residential and commercial from 1939 through 2006; Lincoln-
Mercury Division of TGE Ford Motor Co (1951-1956) 

Southern Adjacent Property (1535 Harrison Street)
Based on our review of the documents listed above, it appears that the southern adjacent property 
was developed with at least one structure from at least 1895 through present day. Fire insurance 
maps indicate that the southern adjacent property was developed with at least one residential 
structure from at least 1889 through 1912, a furniture store from approximately 1951 through 1953, 
and a parking structure from approximately 1957 through 1969. 

City directories provided by GeoSearch for the southern adjacent property, 1535 Harrison Street, 
indicates the following: 

Waverly Garage (1939) 
Wilton’s Home Furnishing (1946-1951) 
Earl’s Garage (1956-1972) 
Plescia Earl S (1956) 
First American Title Guaranty (1976-2011) 
Grnty Co Oakland (2006) 
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Western Adjacent Properties (1600-1624 [even] Webster Street)
Based on our review of the documents listed above, it appears that the western adjacent properties 
were developed with three structures from 1895 through 1958, and three buildings and a paved 
parking lot from 1968 through present day. Fire insurance maps indicate that the western adjacent 
properties were in use as Union Hall, residential apartments, and various stores from 1951 through 
1957 and in use as Union Hall, residential apartments, various stores, and a parking lot from 1959 
through 1969. City directories were not provided by GeoSearch for the western adjacent properties.  

Gaps in Historical Sources
Several gaps of greater than five years were identified in the historical records reviewed, from 1903 
to 1912, 1915 to 1939, 1939 to 1946, 1960 to 1966, 1982 to 1988, and 1993 to 2005. These gaps are 
considered insignificant because the subject property use appears to be similar prior to and 
following the gaps. 
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Interviews
Rincon performed interviews regarding the subject property and surrounding areas. The purpose of 
the interviews was to discuss current and historical conditions and to obtain information indicating 
the presence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the subject property. 

Interview with Owner/Site Manager
An interview questionnaire was provided to the property owner, Oakland Housing Authority, prior 
to the site reconnaissance. Deni Adaniya, Senior Program Manager with Oakland Housing Authority, 
completed the Owner Questionnaire on May 20, 2019. A copy of the completed questionnaire is 
included in Appendix A. The following information is based on our review of the completed 
questionnaire. 

Ms. Adaniya indicated the following: 

The subject property is currently used for residential and commercial purposes. 
The adjacent properties are currently used for residential and commercial purposes. 
The former uses of the subject property and adjacent properties are unknown. 
The structure on the subject property was built in approximately 1970. 
Oakland Housing Authority obtained ownership of the subject property in approximately 1970. 
The former owner of the subject property is unknown. 
The subject property is encumbered with federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development deed restrictions and regulatory agreements governing the property’s use as 
public housing. 
Oakland Housing Authority parks four to five fleet cars in the onsite, underground garage on a 
regular basis. 
A storm water sump pump is present on the subject property. 
The onsite trash compactor has broken down twice in the past two to three years, with a 
release of oil from the machine; the leaks were repaired within one day. 
Two hydraulic elevators are present on the subject property. 
There are no hazardous materials or petroleum products stored or used on the subject 
property. 
No hazardous wastes are generated at the subject property. 
A Title Report was ordered for the subject property (and is reviewed in the User-Provided 
Information section). 

Ms. Adaniya indicated that she is unaware of the presence of industrial drums, storage tanks (above 
or below ground), fill dirt, pits, ponds, lagoons, clarifiers, solvent degreasers, stained soil, vent pipes, 
fill pipes, or access ways, stained surfaces, private wells, non-public water systems, transformers, 
capacitors, records indicating the presence of PCBs, or records indicating the presence of pesticides 
or herbicides at the subject property. 
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Ms. Adaniya indicated that she is not aware of any pending, threatened, or past litigation or 
administrative proceedings relevant to hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or from 
the property. In addition, she is not aware of any notice from any government entity regarding any 
possible violation of environmental laws or possible liability relating to hazardous substances or 
petroleum products at the subject property. 

Interviews with Occupants
Occupants were not interviewed as part of this research effort. 

Interviews with Local Government Officials
Based on the sufficient information available on GeoTracker and the ACDEH online LOP Document 
Search portal, no additional local government officials were interviewed as part of this research 
effort. 

Interviews with Others
Rincon did not attempt to interview neighboring property owners or others as part of this Phase I 
ESA. 
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Site Reconnaissance
Rincon performed a reconnaissance of the subject property on May 7, 2019 accompanied by Deni 
Adaniya, Senior Development Program Manager of the Oakland Housing Authority. Rincon also 
performed an additional reconnaissance of the rooms containing elevator equipment, a sump 
pump, and a trash compactor present in the onsite building on June 19, 2019. The purpose of the 
reconnaissance was to observe existing subject property conditions and to obtain information 
indicating the presence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the property. 

Methodology and Limiting Conditions
The site reconnaissance was conducted by: 

1. Observing the subject property from public thoroughfares,  
2. Observing the adjacent properties from public thoroughfares,  
3. Observing the interior of the onsite structures,  
4. Observing the exterior of the structures,  
5. Backtracking to correlate exterior features with interior features, as necessary, and 
6. Observing the subject property from driveways, roads, and sidewalks. 

Our observation of the subject property was limited by the ongoing construction work on the first 
two floors of the building and in the underground parking garage. These areas were surrounded by 
yellow caution tape and required an elevated level of personal protection equipment in order to 
access. 

Current Use of the Property and Adjacent Properties
The subject property is currently occupied by a 13-story mixed use (commercial and residential) 
building with a one-story underground parking garage and a courtyard. Adjacent properties include 
roadways, parking lots, residential housing, restaurant/commercial spaces, and vacant buildings. 

Past Use of the Property and Adjacent Properties
Based on our site reconnaissance, past uses at the subject property and adjacent properties are not 
readily apparent. According to Ms. Adaniya, the building was built by OHA in 1970. 

Current or Past Uses in the Surrounding Areas
The subject property is surrounded by residential and commercial land uses as detailed in the Site 
Description section of this report. Past uses of the surrounding area are not readily apparent based 
on the site reconnaissance. 
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Geologic, Hydrogeologic, Hydrologic, and Topographic 
Conditions
Geologic, hydrogeologic, hydrologic, and topographic information are as previously stated in the 
Physical Settings Section of this report. 

General Description of Structures
During the site reconnaissance, a 13-story mixed-use building with a courtyard and a one-story 
underground parking garage were observed at the subject property. The first two floors of the 
building are currently occupied by commercial office space, with areas under construction 
(renovations). The third through 13th floors of the building are currently occupied by senior 
affordable housing units. 

Roads
Harrison Street is located adjacent to the east of the subject property. 

Potable Water Supply
Potable water is supplied to the subject property by EBMUD.

Sewage Disposal System
The subject property is connected to the EBMUD sewer system.

Interior and Exterior Observations

Hazardous Substances and Petroleum Products in Connection with Identified
Uses
Small quantities of various hazardous substances observed during the site reconnaissance are as 
follows: 

The maintenance room on the garage floor contains a variety of cleaning products, paints, and 
other building maintenance materials. 
The storage closet on the third floor of the residential area contains small quantities of cleaning 
products and other supplies for janitorial use. 

Rincon did not observe indications of releases from these containers. 

Storage Tanks
During the site reconnaissance, no above- or below-ground storage tanks or evidence of 
underground storage tanks were observed on the subject property. 
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Odors
During the site reconnaissance, Rincon did not identify any strong, pungent, or noxious odors.  

Pools of Liquid
During the site reconnaissance, no pools of liquid were observed. 

Drums
During the site reconnaissance, no drums were observed on the subject property. 

Hazardous Substances and Petroleum Products Containers Not in Connection 
with Identified Uses
No hazardous substances or petroleum products not in connection with identified uses were 
observed at the subject property. 

Unidentified Substance Containers
No unidentified substance containers or unidentified containers that might contain hazardous 
substances were observed during the site reconnaissance. 

Indications of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)
During the site reconnaissance, Rincon did not observe transformers located on or adjacent to the 
subject property. The property manager is not aware of any transformers located onsite. 

Other Conditions of Concern
During the site reconnaissance, Rincon did not note any of the following:

Clarifiers 
Degreasers/parts washers 
Pools of liquid 
Pits, ponds, and lagoons  
Stained soil 
Stressed vegetation 
Solid waste/debris 
Wells 

Elevators. The elevator used for the residential section of the building (floors 3 through 13) is cable 
powered. According to the client, the elevator used for the commercial portion of the building 
(floors 1 and 2) is powered by a hydraulic/piston system. The hydraulic equipment was observed 
during the June 19, 2019 site reconnaissance. No indications of a release were observed in the 
vicinity of the hydraulic equipment, and the concrete floor in the elevator equipment room 
appeared to be in good condition; no cracks were observed. 

Heating/Cooling. A boiler room located on the roof of the residential section of the building is used 
to heat water. 

Stains or Corrosion. The garage floor contains several stains, likely associated with parked vehicles. 
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Sumps. According to the client, a sump pump for storm water discharge is located onsite; the sump 
pump draws in water from storm drains, surface runoff, and garage floor drains on the subject 
property. The sump pump was observed in the pump room on the garage-floor level of the subject 
property. The concrete floor of the pump room appeared to be in good condition; no cracks were 
observed. 

Trash Compactor. Staining was observed from an unidentified liquid flowing into a drain in the 
concrete floor of the trash compactor room, which appeared to be in good condition; no cracks 
were observed. The trash compactor is show in Photograph 7 on Figure 5. 
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Evaluation

Findings
Known or suspect recognized environmental conditions associated with the subject property include 
the following: 

A. Adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station and associated release 
B. Former onsite automotive polishing building, an automotive laundry (car wash) building, and a 

parking lot from at least approximately 1895 through approximately 1969 
C. Former eastern adjacent historical transmission/automotive service facilities (1600 Harrison 

Street) 
D. One hydraulic and one cable-operated elevator onsite 
E. Stained concrete floor in the trash compactor room onsite 
F. Multiple upgradient and one crossgradient closed, unauthorized release cases 

Opinions
A. Adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station and associated release. According to the 

historical resources reviewed, the northern adjacent property was occupied by a gasoline 
service station from at least 1951 through approximately 1972. According to GeoSearch and 
case documents available through GeoTracker, the contaminated groundwater plume 
associated with the former Chevron site is located approximately 90 feet to the north of the 
subject property and flows away from the subject property. However, based on the proximity of 
the former USTs at the former Chevron site to the subject property (approximately five to 15 
feet away) and because petroleum hydrocarbon-impacted soil at the former Chevron site was 
previously excavated to depths up to 14 feet bgs in the former UST area up to the subject 
property boundary, there is the potential for impacted soil to be present beneath the subject 
property building and for impacted soil vapor to be migrating beneath the subject property. 
Therefore, the adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station is considered a Recognized 
Environmental Condition (REC). 

B. Former onsite automotive polishing building and an automotive laundry (car wash) building 
from at least approximately 1895 through approximately 1969. Based on available historical 
information and maps, the subject property was occupied by an automotive polishing building 
and an automotive laundry (car wash) building from at least 1895 through approximately 1969. 
Such facilities are typically associated with the use and storage of petroleum and solvent-based 
products, as well as petroleum hydrocarbons. Although the subject property was not listed by 
GeoSearch in a release database, there is the potential for an unreported release of hazardous 
materials to have occurred. Therefore, the former onsite automotive facilities are considered a 
potential REC. 

C. Eastern adjacent historical transmission/automotive service facilities (1600 Harrison Street). 
City directory listings indicate that the eastern adjacent property across Harrison Street was 
occupied by Raymond Garage Sacca & Cortezzo in 1939, Continental Auto, Inc in 1961, Bonded 
Transmission in 1966, Blue Seal Towing in 1972, and Blue Seal Transmission from 1972 through 
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1987. Such facilities are typically associated with the use and storage of petroleum and solvent-
based products, as well as petroleum hydrocarbons. Although the eastern adjacent property 
located at 1600 Harrison Street was not listed by GeoSearch in a release database, there is the 
potential for an unreported release of hazardous materials to have occurred. Therefore, the 
former eastern adjacent automotive facilities are considered a potential REC. 

D. One hydraulic and one cable-operated elevator onsite. During the site reconnaissance, one 
cable-operated elevator (servicing floors 3 through 13) was observed onsite. According to the 
client, the elevator used for the commercial portion of the building (floors 1 and 2) is powered 
by a hydraulic/piston system. The hydraulic equipment was observed during the June 19, 2019 
site reconnaissance. No indications of a release were observed in the vicinity of the hydraulic 
equipment, and the concrete floor in the elevator equipment room appeared to be in good 
condition; no cracks were observed. It is unlikely that a release, if any, has occurred from the 
hydraulic elevator equipment to subsurface soil. Therefore, the onsite elevators are considered 
de minimis. 

E. Stained concrete floor in the trash compactor room onsite. During the site reconnaissance, 
staining was observed from an unidentified liquid flowing into a drain in the concrete floor of 
the trash compactor room, which appeared to be in good condition; no cracks were observed. It 
is unlikely that a release, if any, has occurred to subsurface soil. Therefore, the stained concrete 
floor in the onsite trash compactor room is considered de minimis. 

F. Multiple upgradient and one crossgradient closed, unauthorized release cases. Based on 
GeoSearch and GeoTracker, there are three upgradient and one crossgradient closed 
unauthorized release cases within one-eighth mile of the subject property. However, based on 
the information available through the ACDEH online LOP Document Search portal, the closed 
case statuses and the reported residual concentrations in soil and groundwater, as well as the 
distances of the sites from the subject property, the former releases are not expected to impact 
the subject property and are considered de minimis with respect to the subject property. 

Conclusions
Rincon has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice 
E1527 for the property identified as Harrison Tower Rehabilitation Project located at 1621 Harrison 
Street in Oakland, California. Any exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice are described in the 
Deviations section of this report. This assessment has revealed evidence of one Recognized 
Environmental Condition and two potential Recognized Environmental Conditions in connection 
with the subject property as follows: 

Recognized Environmental Condition
1. Adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station and associated release 

Potential Recognized Environmental Conditions
1. Former onsite automotive polishing building and an automotive laundry (car wash) building 

from at least approximately 1895 through 1969 

2. Eastern adjacent historical transmission/automotive service facilities (1600 Harrison Street) 
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Recommendations
Although the adjacent former Chevron gasoline service station is considered a Recognized 
Environmental Condition and the former onsite and adjacent automotive service facilities are 
considered potential Recognized Environmental Conditions, according to the client, the 
underground parking garage is reported to span the entire footprint of the onsite building. Because 
the parking garage is not planned for rehabilitation as part of the current project, its existing 
ventilation system appears to be a sufficient engineering control with respect to the potential 
subject property impacts associated with vapor intrusion. Therefore, no additional assessment is 
recommended at this time. 

Although not considered a Recognized Environmental Condition, based on the age of the onsite 
structure (constructed in 1970), asbestos-containing materials (ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) 
may be present on the subject property. Therefore, Rincon recommends conducting an asbestos-
containing building materials and lead-based paint survey at the subject property. 

Deviations
Deviations from ASTM practice were not encountered during the completion of this Phase I ESA. In 
addition, a lien search was not completed as part of this assessment. 
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Environmental 
Professional 
Qualifications 
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(#1822) with the State of California. 

Meghan Hearne is an Environmental Scientist with Rincon Consultants. She holds a Master of 
Science degree in Geology from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. Ms. Hearne has 
experience working on geotechnical investigations and Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessments for a variety of commercial, rural, and industrial properties. Ms. Hearne’s 
responsibilities at Rincon include implementation of Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessments and reports. 

Savanna Vrevich is an Environmental Scientist with Rincon Consultants. She holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Environmental Studies with an outside concentration in Ecology, Evolution, and 
Marine Biology from the University of California, Santa Barbara. Ms. Vrevich’s responsibilities at 
Rincon include implementation of Phase I Environmental Site Assessments and preparation of other 
environmental reports for a variety of commercial, rural, and industrial properties.
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C - Monitoring Station/Howden Building Investors 
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Appendix A
Interview Documentation 
































